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Principal’s Message 
by Mr. Barrow 

 This year is going by quickly and I would like to take this 
opportunity to say “Thank You” for all of your help, support, and 
involvement in making it a very rewarding and satisfying experience 
for your children.  I would like to share some of our engaging 
activities that took place this past month: 

 
·         Celebration of Read Across America 
·         Hackensack University Traumaroo Assembly 
·         Pre-K & Kindergarten Concert 
·         Book Fair (Thank you PTA) 
·         School Spirit Days 
·         Light It Up Blue Day for Autism Awareness 

                
                To find out about more of our school’s activities, I would 
like to invite you to see McKenzie School’s and the East Rutherford 
School District’s website.  Our website has been designed to be a 
valuable source of school news, timely information, and easily found 
contact information for parents, students, and visitors to the 
site.  Stay tuned in the coming months for new resources and updates 
to the site.  If you have not already, please download our mobile app 
that accompanies our website to receive notifications.  
 

Important Dates 

4/24-5/3- 3rd Grade PARCC Testing 

 

4/26- 4th Grade Trip to Ramapo 

College 

 

5/2- PTA Meeting 7pm @ Faust  

 

5/4-5/25- 3rd Grade PARCC Testing 

Make-Ups 

 

5/8-5/17- 4th Grade PARCC Testing 

 

5/9- Pre-K Orientation 11:20  

5/16- 3rd Grade trip to Liberty 

Science Center 

 

5/17- 1st Grade Trip to Montclair 

State Univ. 9:15–12 

 

5/18- Kindergarten & Pre-K 

Registration 

 

5/18- Progress Reports sent home 

 

5/18-5/25- 4th Grade PARCC Testing 

Make-Ups 

 

5/24- Memorial Day Assembly 

 

5/25- Kindergarten Screening 9-

11  

 

5/28- Memorial Day/Schools 

closed 

 

5/30- Field Day 

 

5/31- Field Day Rain-Date    

 

6/5- 3rd & 4th grade Spring 

Concert @ Becton  

 

6/6- PTA Meeting 7pm @ Faust  

 

6/7- Pre-K Moving Up Ceremony 

 

6/8- 2nd Grade Turtle Back Zoo 

Trip  

 

6/11- Rain Date  

 

6/12- Pre-K Trip to Health Barn 

USA 9-12:00 

 

6/18 & 6/19- One-Session Day for 

students/Professional Day for 

staff 

 

6/20- Report Cards sent home 

 

6/20- Last Day of School/One-

Session day 
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English as a Second Language   
 By Mrs. Forte & Mrs. Fallon    

 

All ESL students have completed their WIDA 2.0 

testing.   The test consists of listening speaking, 
reading, and writing in all content subject areas and 
is performed partially online. ESL students in 
kindergarten took pencil and paper tests, first, 
second, and third grades performed part of their 
test online, but for grades 4 and up it is completely 
online.  Everything ran smoothly thanks to 
everyone’s co-operation.  

 

Basic Skills Instruction   
 By Mrs. Kelly & Mrs. Gagis 

 

Practice Makes Perfect! 

The Basic Skills students in grades 1 and 2 are enjoying 

reading different types of text.  They are working diligently 
to develop their comprehension skills and reading fluency.  
The students are answering multiple choice questions as 
well as responding to open-ended questions.  To formulate 
their answers, they are restating the question and providing 
evidence from the text to support their responses.  In doing 
so, they are also learning to identify the genre, characters, 
setting, and plot in fiction stories, and recognizing elements 
of nonfiction.   

Additionally, the students are practicing their math facts by 
using different methods to strengthen their skills. These 
strategies are: counting on, using doubles, making a ten, 
utilizing the number line as well as practicing their facts 
using flashcards.  Implementing these helpful guidelines at 
home and in school will sharpen their ability to add and 
subtract with better accuracy.  Logging on to the school’s 
web-based math program www.thinkcentral.com and 
linking to Go Math “Animated Math Models” can be 
beneficial for all students.  This will help them acquire 
speed and precision when using the operations of addition 
and subtraction.  This website is a great tool to have at hand 
for supplemental use as well as exploring the many 
interventions needed to differentiate learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

           

Spanish 
                      by Senora Paal 

     Technology  
                 by Mr. Higgins  
 

The first graders will be learning about and exploring 

different aspects of computer coding.  Students will use 
Chromebooks to explore different websites that teach 
and demonstrate the basics of computer coding.  Some 
of the websites they will explore are Code Monkey, 
Kodables, and Hour of Code. 

                        Art   
                                                            by Mrs. Speer  
 

    The East Rutherford Beautification Committee is 

sponsoring the annual Arbor Day Poster Contest. The 
theme for this year is, “Trees Are Terrific”.  
    Mrs. Speer will introduce the contest during art 
class. The students will be given time in class to work 
on their posters. If the posters are not finished by the 
due date they can be completed at home. Each child 
is assigned a code number so that their names are not 
written on the posters. 
    A good technique to use is to sketch an idea with 
pencil, outline with marker and color in with crayons. 
Please do not use pastels.  
    There will be one winner from each 4th grade 
homeroom. Certificates will be presented at the May 
2018 Mayor and Council meeting.  
 
Good Luck! 

 

Spanish class has been wonderful so far!  Students have 
been enjoying learning Spanish through songs, stories, 
games, and fun activities.  So far, depending on their grade 
level, students have learned the greetings, numbers, 
alphabet, days of the week/months of the year, parts of the 
body/face, clothing items, adjectives, colors/shapes, and 
the family.  Currently, students are working on learning 
the weather, the city/community, and the hobbies/sports 
vocabulary.  All parents are encouraged to ask their 
children to share what they are learning in Spanish class 
and to practice with them at home.  Thank you for your 
continued support!  

 

http://www.thinkcentral.com/
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Pre-K 
 By Mrs. Credico  

What’s the Weather? Sun, Rain, Wind and Snow  

The Pre-K students have been exploring the weather 

and how different types of weather affect us. To learn 
more about this concept, we read various nonfiction 
books, learned new Science vocabulary and tracked our 
daily weather. Additionally, we explored the weather 
outside and inside of our classroom. Outside, students 
observed and recorded clouds and used a daily tracking 
sheet to illustrate the weather on a daily basis. Inside 
the classroom, children discovered many different 
types of rain in the water area and wind/movement in 
the Discovery Area. Students sorted items that 
could/could not be moved by the wind and discussed 
why. Students took part in a science experiment where 
they created a thunderstorm in a cup, discussing the 
rain cycle and what causes rain to occur. Students also 
learned about weather via various art activities such as 
creating sunny day pictures, constructing wind socks 
and cloud pictures (cirrus, stratus and cumulus clouds 
Up next, the students will learn about animals and 
transportation!  
 

 

First Grade   
By Mrs. Errico, Mrs. Corsale,  
Mrs.Traverso, Mrs. Machado   

 

The first grade students are so glad that spring is finally 

here! As the year progresses they are demonstrating 
more independence in both the reading and writing 
workshop settings. They have also been working hard at 
developing their math skills. They are learning about 
picture graphs, bar graphs, tally charts and how to 
interpret information. They are also developing their 
knowledge of geometry. The students really enjoyed 
learning how to tell time to the hour and half-hour! As 
the children use their skill of telling time, they are 
beginning to notice that time is going by so quickly!  

Before you know it, the first grade students will be going 
on their class trip to Montclair State University to see a 
production of Henry and Mudge a wonderful theatre 
performance put on by Theatreworks USA. They are 
looking forward to this exciting adventure! 

 

 Third Grade   
    By Mrs. Vecchione, Mrs. Nastro,  
            Ms. Meli, Ms. Tadiello   

The 3rd grade students are preparing for the PARCC 

testing.   Aside from practicing the skills we have worked 
on all year, students have also come up with some great 
ways to reduce stress and anxiety.  Students noted the 
importance of getting a good night of sleep before each 
testing day, eating a healthy breakfast, taking their time 
and checking their work.  The most important step of all 
was to RELAX!  

 

If Your Child is Absent 

 

IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT, PLEASE 
REMEMBER TO CALL THE SCHOOL AT 201-531-

1235 AND PRESS 1 TO LEAVE A MESSAGE. 

 

Students returning to school require a note: 

3 days or less – Parent’s note 

More than 3 days – Doctor’s note 

Any student being treated for flu like symptoms – 
Doctor’s note  

All notes should include the dates and reason for 
absence. 
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